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We are grateful for the opportunity to live, work and worship on the  

traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw First Nation. Hay ch’qa. 

 
 

Presiding pastor – Bishop Ray Schultz 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Thanksgiving at the Font 

Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You are the fire 

of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe life into our dry 

bones. Your Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the world may know your 

peace and truth. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into those who are baptized. By your 

Spirit adopt us all as your children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn  # 771 "God, Who Stretched The Spangled Heavens" 

 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit is with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our 

hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you ap-

pear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Children’s Corner  

  

First Reading – Genesis 15:1-6 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ But Abram said, ‘O Lord God, 

what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Da-

mascus?’ And Abram said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my 

house is to be my heir.’ But the word of the Lord came to him, ‘This man shall not be 

your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.’ He brought him outside and 

said, ‘Look towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then he 

said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reck-

oned it to him as righteousness. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading – Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, 

by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were 

prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visi-

ble. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to re-

ceive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he 

stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as 

did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked for-

ward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he re-

ceived power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was bar-

ren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, 

and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and 

as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” All of these died in faith without hav-

ing received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They con-

fessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this 

way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land 

that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they de-

sire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 

their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel – Luke 12:32-40 

The Holy Gospel according to Luike. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the king-

dom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear 

out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their 

master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as 

soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when 

he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he 

will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and 

finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, 

he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon  

 

Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom. (Luke 12:32) 

 

I’d like to begin today with some remarks about the term Kingdom of 

God. 

When Israel wanted a king, the prophet Samuel warned them against it. 

He warned them that the king would draft their boys into his army so he 

could go to war and plunder the goods of neighbouring states.  

He would take their daughters into his harem. 

There would be taxes to finance his luxurious palace and lifestyle. 

Even good King David came under the prophet Nathan’s censure for 

taking as a lover a woman who was married to his most trusted general. 

 

As we have taught ourselves the history of First Nations in Canada, we 

have come to recognize what the kings and queens of England did. 

How they invaded this country, stole properties, plundered its resources 

and engaged in genocide against the original residents. 

So also did the kings and queens of Spain, Portugal, France and Holland. 

It wasn’t until the adoption of the Magna Carta that constitutional mon-

archy came into being. 

 

Samuel was right in his predictions. 

Over the centuries the kings of Israel overreached themselves, were 

taken into exile in Babylon and, at Jesus’ time, were nothing more than 

toadies to the Romans. 

 

 

Jesus turned this kingly concept of God on its head. 

He refers to God as Father, not king. 

A father exercises the stewardship of his wealth to provide the resources 

the family needs and nurtures the conditions for whole and healthy com-

munity. 
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Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom. (Luke 12:32) 

 

One of the most generous events in the cosmos is God’s creation of this 

planet and its magnificent presence of life. 

The variety of life forms is so pervasive and so interconnected, that the 

very planet itself has become a living organism. 

There may be more in the cosmos, but this is what we know, this is what 

we experience. 

 

Some life forms are so tiny they can only be detected by a powerful  mi-

croscope. 

Many appear to possess no self-consciousness. 

There are those that can survive the enormous temperatures of volcanoes 

and those that cannot survive without polar ice and sub-zero tempera-

tures. 

As we move along the scale we encounter brains that possess self-aware-

ness and the ability to make behavioural choices. 

Mammal brains contain feelings that motivate thoughts, that have the 

ability to analyse and calculate, to pursue curiosity and imagination and 

wonder about the meaning of life. 

Common to all of it is something we call Spirit. 

It is present in all living things. 

It is what I understand the word God to mean. 

 

It isn’t all peaches and cream. 

Every life form needs to eat another life form to live, so there is compe-

tition within the body. 

We are not given license to live like lazy potentates, enriching ourselves 

on the backs of others. 

Other life forms need us. 

 

First Nations spirituality recognizes the universality of the spirit in all 

living things. 
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Therefore, when they hunt or harvest both plants and animals, they leave 

a gift of recognition for that organism’s gift of life to them. 

Life is that which is created in order to pass the gift on to the rest. 

To take and hold more than is necessary for life is an act of blasphemy 

against the Holy Spirit. 

 

When prominent members amassed excess wealth, they were expected 

to hold a potlach and redistribute that wealth to the whole community. 

Queen Victoria’s government put a stop to that atrocious practice! 

 

Greed also existed among First Nations. 

They too raised armies and raided neighbour territories, plundering 

goods and taking slaves. 

In that way, they too committed blasphemy against their traditions, in 

the same way that people of the Bible blaspheme the Ten Command-

ments, which are intended to guide the way to true humanity. 

  

The main verb today is give. 

 

The reading from Hebrews today says Abraham’s clan “confessed that 

they were strangers and foreigners on earth.” (Hebrews 11:13b) 

They desired a better country, a heavenly one. 

Their faith saw it from a distance and greeted it. 

They weren’t there yet, but they lived toward it in faith. 

We are all, at the same time, children of the earth, but strangers in a 

strange land looking for a home. 

 

These simple spiritual teachings arose among hunter-gatherer and agrar-

ian people. 

Today 80% of Canadians live in cities or other urban settings. 

Our way of life could not exist without the distribution of resources from 

one region or even another country to city dwellers. 
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When resources are not traded fairly or are hoarded, then the system 

breaks down. 

The spirit is ignored. 

People are impoverished, starved and dispossessed. 

We see these events in Ukraine, Syria, Afghanistan, Zimbabwe, Soma-

lia, Guatemala, Colombia and the horn of Africa. 

Millions of people are forced to seek a new homeland in order to save 

their lives and livelihoods. 

Even citizens of our own rich and democratic country are homeless and 

poor. 

 

It’s not that there isn’t enough to go around. 

There is abundance! 

But in the complex economic and political affairs of the planet, the fair 

provision for all is distracted away from the main point. 

Yet, the spirit that resides in all recognizes every living thing as a mem-

ber of the family. 

Therefore: 

Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom. (Luke 12:32) 

 

This the gospel of the Lord. 

Amen.  
 

 

Hymn of the Day  # 638 Blessed Assurance 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
Remembering your promise to Abraham and Sarah, we pray for all believers, the 

world, and those in need. To the words “God of tempest, God of whirlwind, God of 

calm,” you are invited to respond “Hear our prayer.” 
A moment of silence 

 

Draw us to our worship with joy rather than duty, and make our offerings true out-

pourings of compassion. Fill us with your comfort and presence so that we take 
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your mercy with us into our dealings with family, friends, neighbours, and ac-

quaintances. Help us enter into each day as adventure and possibility. 

God of tempest, God of whirlwind, God of calm, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

Bless and protect your globe, inspiring stewards of its well-being and innovators 

who develop new ways to meet our needs for energy and food without further de-

pleting our earth and atmosphere. Protect bees and butterflies—and let us take a 

moment to wonder at the inter-generational migration of Monarch butterflies over 

thousands of kilometres. 

God of tempest, God of whirlwind, God of calm, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

Make us, each of us in our own way with our particular talents, contribute to jus-

tice and peace throughout the world. Unite political leaders and citizens every-

where in a fervent pursuit of the best possible opportunities for the many. Fashion 

our actions by love. 

God of tempest, God of whirlwind, God of calm, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

Sit beside those wanting but unable to bear children, those in the adoption process, 

and children longing for loving, attentive parents. Let us rejoice in the intimacy 

and support of family, our biological one and the “logical” ones we create among 

kindred souls. May we open our circles to refugees and immigrants that they, too, 

find a true home in Canada. 

God of tempest, God of whirlwind, God of calm, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

 

Help us to endure and even learn from our suffering—emotional, physical, and 

spiritual. Use us as your emissaries in providing shelter to homeless ones, food for 

hungry people, companionship for the lonely, and health to the unwell. We pray 

especially for those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. 

Dan A; Hillary A; Lyanne B; June C; Kent C; Ron C; Michaela E; Anne G;  

Anne H; Gary G; Hallowyn H; Holly H; Arlene K; Baby K; Donna K; Gloria L; 

Gail M; Gayle Mc;Carole & Clyde O; Eva R; Maureen R; Audrey S; Myra S; Sha-

ron & Charlie S; Janice V; Barbara & Al; Dillon & Trinity; Ingvar; Jordan; Kira; 

Kon Tet Chin; Noel; Quinn; Susan; Zak… and their families. 

God of tempest, God of whirlwind, God of calm, 
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Hear our prayer.  

 

Continue our reconciliation with Indigenous people and those of other faith tradi-

tions, especially with the Anglican Church of Canada, other churches of our area, 

and our own Bishops Kathy and Susan. We offer prayers for the churches of our 

synod, especially St. Paul's in  Maple Ridge and Pastor Roland Ziprick and 

Matsqui Lutheran in Matsqui and Interim Pastor Art McCaughan. We pray for 

the many folks involved in 12 Step groups at our church, and for the Greek Com-

munity that uses our space for worship. 

God of tempest, God of whirlwind, God of calm, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

Gracious God, you are our peace. We pray for peace between Russia and Ukraine. 

We pray for the people of Ukraine – those who are forced to flee, those who are 

trapped and unable to flee, those who are in need of aid, those who have died. We 

pray for Ukrainian and Russian soldiers, that they may be moved to lay down their 

weapons. We pray for world leaders, that they would be led into your ways of 

peace and justice. We pray for our whole world who watches and worries. God 

have mercy! 

God of tempest, God of whirlwind, God of calm, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

We pray all this and whatever else you see that we need in Jesus’ name.  

AMEN. 

 
The Peace [unmute] 

The peace of Christ is with you always! 

And also with you! 

(We greet each other gently with a wave, a smile,  

or some other gesture of peace) 

 

The Meal 

The Lord is with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God It is right to give our thanks and praise  

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took break and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.  

And again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the for-

giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

And so we pray as Jesus taught us… 

 

Lord’s Prayer Song  

https://mixcord.co/acapella/p/CKt_sqf1Cs0VGqvSrwZi-A/ 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

Hallowed be your name, Hallelujah. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, 

Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth  

As in heaven, Hallelujah. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

 

Give us today our daily bread, give us today our bread, 

Give us our bread today, Hallelujah. 

Forgive our sins as we forgive  

Forgive our sins as we forgive those  

Who sin against us, Hallelujah. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

 

Save us from the time of trial, save us from the trial. 

Deliver us from evil, Hallelujah. 

For the kingdom and the power are yours, 

The kingdom and the power are yours, 

The glory now and ever, Hallelujah. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. Amen. 
 

Communion  

(those on Zoom will be communed first, and then those in the sanctuary) 

 

(If you are with someone else, say these words as you offer communion…) 

Bread: “Take and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you.” 

Cup: “Take and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

 

Communion Hymn: # 856  How Great Thou Art 
 

https://mixcord.co/acapella/p/CKt_sqf1Cs0VGqvSrwZi-A/
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Benediction: 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 
Sending Song # 860 I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me 

 
 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

+ 

 

Worship Assistants Today 

Hymnologist: (musician selecting hymns): John Collett 

Reader: Pastor Carol Dennison 

Prayers: Pastor Bill Fehr 

Zoom Hosts:  Marlis Enders (Spotlighter); Gail Smith (C1/PTZ);  Glenn Harvey(C2). 

Zoom Greeters: Bill & Caroline Fehr, Sue Grant, Dorothy Pagan 

Presiding: Bishop Ray Schultz 

Pianist: John Collett 
 

Readings for Sunday, August 14 Pentecost 10  

Jeremiah 23:23-29; Hebrews 11:29 — 12:2; Luke 12:49-56 
 


